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TO THE 
SINNERS and SAINTS: 


ENGLAND: 


eſpecially in 
EXON and TIVERTON.. 
The AUTHOR'S 


(As a publick and permanent teſtimony 
of their #nfe;gneddefires, that they 
may be found walking in the narrow» 
way, that leadeth unto life, and that: 
ſothey may be ſaved) 


Dewote the enſuing | 
EXHORT ATION &. DIRECTIONS, . 


Earneſtly beſeeching the God of af grace,that 
their Patronage may be the /ving infli-- 
ences of the qu:ckning Spirit, who only is 

able to proteft them from anprofitable rea-. 

ding, and forgetful negleRts, and ro make 
them effettual to their Defrab/e, and. 

Deſzredends.- 
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ADVERTISEMENT 


| To the 
' READER 
VP Frer the follow- 


| ing choice dire- 
ctions were pt- 
ven me by their 
| Author, I _ thoughts 
' of getting Thomas 
Wadſworth his ſerious, 
| ( Argumentative, and 


Pathetical 


— 


| — 


To the Reader. 


6 
' 
£ 


Pathetical) Exhortation | 
to an Holy Lite, from | 


Matth. 5. 20. Printed 
e by Andrew Kemb, 1661. 
to be re-printed, and pre- 
fixt before them , not on- 
ly becauſe of its conciſeneſs 
but becauſe the Heart- 


thoughts of Sinners (e/- 


 pecially ) apainit an Holy 

Life, are ZN fo fami- 
larly diſcovered, and mo- 
vingly removed: But that 


might be injurious to the , 


oO, 
Stationer, though not to the 


worthy Author, by reaſon 


of 


To the Reader. 


n | of the many Pages tranſ- 
m | placed in that Edition, ſo 
d that that uſeful manual can 
ls ſcarce be uſed by ordinary 
'- Readers. However T have 
1- now choſe to ſhew thee how a 
(s Scholar may rite after his 
t- Copy, and do aſſure thee, 
[- | that (in eo gaudio aliquid 
by liſcere, ut doceam : Sen, 
l- Ep.6.) I amglad tolearn, 
D- :hatl may teach. 


Farewel. 


I 


ER Sano cxvameints hs was 
A Serious 


EXHORTATION 


T O 
/ HOLY LIVING, 
{ 


FROM 
Ephel. 5. 15, 16. 


See then. that ye walk circumſpectly , 
not as Fools, but as Wiſe, Redeem- 
ing the time , becauſe the dayes are 
evil, 


The Introdudtion, 


a7 BL Heſe words are both 4 Seri- 
$>4"( 147 K 
xl Ke 0 Exhortation, and 4 Go- 
II B88 [pel-Direffory , to an holy 
aan ts 
Firſt, They are a ſerious Exhortati- 
0n to an holy life,rationally inferrd from 
the Exhortation, verſe11, There the 
B Apoltle 
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2 A Serious Exhortation 


Apoſtle exhorts the Epheſians ro be 
C 


iſtian Reprovers of others for their 


unholy lives: Here he exhorts them , 
even therefore, ( »'» ſignifies they, or 
therefore ) to be very careful to live 
holy lives themſelves, See then , or 
therefore , that ye walk circumſpett- 
ly, &c.q.d, Becauſe you are to re- 
prove others, ſee that ye be unrepro- 
wable your ſelves. 

; Secondly, They are a Goſpel-Di- 
redtory toan holy ie, rationally inferr'd 
from the Exhortation, Yerſe 8,9, &c, 


There the Apoſtle exhorts the belie- | 


ving Epheſians to live holy lives ; Here 
he direds them ( eſpecially ) how 
to follow that Exhortation, g. 4, 
Seeing it is your duty to walk as 
children of the lizht, 1. e, a very holy 
life, in all goodneſs, and righteouſneſs , 
and truth; ( as it. followeth ) pro- 
wing ( yea approving) what « accep- 
table unto God ; and avoiding, yea, in 
word and deed reproving What is diſ- 
pleaſing to him, &c, And that be- 
cauſe your ſtate is altered, ye were 
darkneſs, 
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_— 


darkneſs, i, e, ye were ignorant , and 
under the reigning , and condemni 
power of {in - But now are light inthe 
Lord, i.e, now are enlightned, and 
juſtified, and ſandified: See therefore 
that ye walk circumſpettly, &c, This 
is the onely way wherein you can walk 
as children of the light, 

I ſhall ar preſenc ſpeak to the words 
as 4 ſerious Exhortation to an holy life 3 
and that both to Sinners, and to 
Saints, 


SASETES 225525 | 


ee IE RL 
PART. 1. 


. The Exhortation to Sinners. 


| 


Itſt, To Sinners; See that Je walk | 
ircumſpetthy ; &c. | 
Chap, 1, 


Way made to the Exhortation , by ſix 


ſerious Queſtions, 


| 
s 


LJEre, before I proceed any far- ; 


ther » I ſhall ask ſuch theſe fix 

ſerious Queſtions, 
Queſt, 1, Seeing it is certain (1) 
that you conſe of mortal bodies, and 
: (Heb.12, 9g, March, 


immortal ſol 
10,28,) (2 That Jour ſeules and by- 
ates 


Part.1. to Holy living. s 


dies muſt be ſeparated for atime : (Heb. 
9.27;) (3) that there ſhall be a reſur- 
rection of your bodies : ( John 5. 28, - 
29, Ads 24. 15, 1Cor,15. 52,53.) 
(4) that at the reſurrettion there ſhall 
be a general judament for your ſoules 
and bodies reunited, as well as a parti- 
cnlar judgment for your ſoules, as ſo 44 
they be ſeparated from your bodies - 
( 2 Cor,5,10, Heb,g, 27, compa- 
red with Fob 5, 4.--- Cap, 19, 28, ) 
(5) that there is an Heaven, and an 
Hell; an eternity of happineſs , and an 
eternity of wort after this life, to one 
of which places and ſtates all ſhall be 
adjudeed : (Matth, 25, 34,41, ) To 
which eternity would = be adjudged ? 
Would you have the eternal love of 
God, or the eternal wrath of God, for 
your portion in the other world 7 If 
you are, and reſolve to continue, Ga/- 
lio's in this- matter, I ſhould be forry 
you ſhould read farther ; becauſe the 
following exbortation will undoubted-- 


ly be the ſavour of death unto death un- 
f0 you, 
B 3 Queſt, 2, 


/ 


E A Serious Exhortation 

Queſt, 2, 1sit not plainly reveal- 
ed in the Bible, that they onely that live 
an holy life here, ſhall live an happy life 
hereafter 7 It you doubt of this, rake 
your Bibles, and turn to the Chapters 


and Verſes : How read youin (Matth, . 


5.202) Do not you there find theſe 
words of Chriſt, 1 ſay unto you, that 
except your arr ole ſhall exceed the 
riehteouſneſs of the Scribes and Phari- 
ſees, you ſhall in no caſe enter into the 


kinedom of heaven? How read you in . 


( Lake 13.3, 5?) Do not you there 
find theſe words twice, Except you re- 
pent, i, e, Except your life be chan- 
ged from an unholy,to an holy life, you 


ſhall all likewiſe periſh ? ) How read | 


you in ( Heb, 12,14 ? ) Doth nor 
the Apoſtle Paxl there require you to 
follow after holineſs, i, e. tolivean ho- 
ly life even upon this very account g 
becauſe without holineſs no man ſhall 
ſee God, i,e, no man hall have the 
beatifical viſion and fruition of God ? 

Queſt, 3, 7s the aſſertion, that is 
fo plainly revealed in the Bible, true or 


falſe: 


Part 1. to Holy Living. 7 
falſe? What think you? Do not 
you own the Bible ro contain the word 
of God? and dare you be guilty of ſuch 
blaſphemy, as to give the God of truth 
the lye ? 

2.4, If yon dobelieve that you can 
never be happy hereafter , unleſs you 
live an holy life here, and that becauſe 
the Scripture ſaith it : M»ft not you al- 
ſo believe that that holy life, which you 
muſt live here, muſt be ſuch a life as the 
Scripture calls for ? Can you any other 
ways know what: that holy life is, that 
is of abſolute neceſſity unto ſalvation, 
then by the Scripture, the Word of 
God? And is not that holy life called 
for in the Text, under theſe exprefſt- 
ons, See that ye walk circumſpedtly, 
&c* Is not this evident both in that 
the Apoſtle, before he lays down the 
Exhortation in the Text, premiſerh, 
werſe 6, that the wrath of God will come 
wpon all the children of diſobedience, i, e, 
upon all that will not be perſwaded to 
hearken to the (and therefore to this) 
Wordof God? And inthat the Apo- 
B 4 {tle 


8B A Serwus Exhortation 

ſtle backs this Exhortation in the 
Text from the folly of not living {0 
holy a life, as he therein exhorts un- 
co; Doth not he clearly imply (if not 
expreſly aſſert) that there isno other 
way to ſecure the everlaſting happineſs 
of the other world ? 

Queſt,5, Will you give it under your 
hands that you do verily believe, that un- 
leſs you ſee toit, that you live as holy a 
life as you are exhorted to inthe Text,you 
all have no inheritance in the Kingdom 


of God and of Chriſt ; but the wrath of 


God will come upon you for your folly and 
madneſs in neeletting your main inte: 
reſt? If you indeed believe thus, I 
have but one queſtion more toask you, 
before I ſhew you what an holy life is 

called for from you in the Text, 
Queſt, 6. Will you ſolemnly engage 
that you will heartily endeavour to live 
ſo holy a life, as ſhall be plainly made 
known unto you to be called for on You 
by God in this Word of his ? And why 
ould younot? What, do you verily 
believe, that you cannot poſſibly exj 0 

Go 
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Gods love, and avoid his wrath, unleſs 
you live the life you are exhorted to 


in the Text? and yet will ye not pro-- 


miſe to ſee to it that ye live that life ? 
Are ye reſolved to fit down ſhort of 
Gods love, and to continue under his 
wrath © This is wilf#ly, and not igno- 
rawtly, to deſtroy your ſelves. Be not - 
afraid that I would engage you to live : 
a holier life then the Apoſtle calls for 
in the Text : If it-benot demonſtra- - 
redeven to your own conſciences, that : 
all the following particulars are ratio- - 
nally inferr'd from the Apoſtles words, . 
your promiſe doth not bind you there-+ 
unto, [deſire you only to-promiſe that : 
you will heartily endeavour to live-- 
{uch a life, as ſhall be rationally evin-+ 
ced from theſe words, to be the will; 
of God, and your duty, I ſhall there- - 
fore take your promiſe for granted, 
and no longer delay acquainting you « 
what an holy life you are exhorted ro; 
1nthe Text, DICE 


B 5 Chap... 


— 


a 
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_ Chap, 2, 


The particulars contained in the Ex- 
hortation, 


T, Y #wm holy life, that you are ex- 

- & horted tointhe Text, is a pro- 
uident life : it is a thoughtful, careful 
life:in living this,we muſt be conſederate 
and forecaſting ſouls : the eyes of our 
ſouls muſt be »wwch , yea continually, 
employed, This I gather from the 
firſt word in the-Text, Baird, See, oc, 
He that followeth this exhortation, 
hath his eyes in his head, as in a Watch- 
tower (Eccl, 2, 14.) His eyes are uſe- 
ful for guiding and ordering his wayes, 
that he may not'erre, wander,ſtumble, 
fal}, miſtake, miſcarry, &c, 

2, It is an a&zvelife : you are ex- 
horted to walkine, See that ye walk &c, 
walking ts oppoled to fitting, yea ſtand- 
ing ſtiil : he that walks is in motion; 
walking 6 doing are the ſame, (1 King, 
x1, 38,) The whole life you are ex- 
horted to is a buſielife : not only the 
OO, 
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eye, but every fac#lty of the ſoul, and 
every member of the body muſt be in 
motion, There is no ſitting ſtill, yea 
there is no fandine ſtill in living this 
holy life. 

3. Itisa volmntary life : it is ſuch a 
life as you may chooſe,or refuſe to live : 
not ſuch a life is you uſt live, whe- 
ther you will or no, No motion is more 
voluntary then walking, You are nor 
only exhorted to move in the wayes. 
of holineſs, but to move therein w/l-- 
linely, yea to delight in ſuch motions, 
as you doin walkine, and Chrift did 
(Fohn 4. 24 ){\uch motions ſhould be 
your recreation. 

4, Ir is an habitual life, In walkine, 
ſteps are reiterated and multiplied : A. 
motion or two accidentally or occafio- 
nally in the ways of holineſs, will not 
evidence that you live this holy life : 
your motions muſt be frequently itera* 
ted, and become cuſtomary, yea evi- 
denced to be (I do not fay become) 
habitual : that you are habitually ready 
toevery good work, (Tit. 3, 1,) God e- 

B 6 ſteems 
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ſteems none a Saint for ſome particular 
carriages, but for a general courſe, 

5, Itis an everlaſting lite. Walking 
is a conſtant motion : It at any time 
there be zo movine, there is no walking 
for that time, In walking you are ſtil] 
going forward, till you come to your 
Journeys end, Your motions in the 
ways of holineſs muſt be conſtant: as 
you muſt not ard till, ſo you muſt 
not t#rx back : your hearts muſt be ſtill 
enclined to perform Gods ſtatutes always, 
even to the end, (Pſal. 119. 113,) Ic 
is twice ſaid of Enoch, he walked with 
Ged, (Gen.5 ,22,24 ) to intimate that 
25 he began betimes, ſo he perſevered 
therein unto the end, Irt is the End 
crowns all antecedent acts, 

6, It is a growine life, walking is a 
progreſsive motion, wherein weare ſtill 
getting ground, and getting nearer and 
nearer to Our Journeys exd, Your moti- 
ons in the ways of holineſs muſt be 
progreſhve : your obedieuce muſt be 
more and more: you muſt ſtill ger nea- 
rer Heaven, ( Non progred; eft regredi) 
not 


bis. Ld 
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to grow better, is to grow worſe; They 


be) Icount not my ſelf to have a prehen- 
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not to go forward's to go backwardnot 


that live this holy lite, go from ſtrength: 
to ſtrength (Pſal. 84.4.) ſhining bright- 
er and briehter till perfedt day» (Prov. 
4,18.) ; 

7. It is not a life abſolutely perfett in 
holineſs, You are exhorted to walking, 
not to reſt:ng - not to be perfed?, but 
to be walk:xg towards perfection, Per- 
feion of holineſs will be yourlife at 
your journeys end; but is not your life 
in your walk, Here your attainments 
cannot be greater then Pauls were 3 
and his higheſt attainment was to be 
ſtill moving onwards, Brethren (ſaith 
ded; but this one thing I do, forgetti 
thoſe things that are behind, and en 
ing forth to thoſe things that are before, 
I preſs toward the mark, (Phil, 3.13, 
14,) you are followers of the Apoſtles 
Exhortation in the Text, if you be 
ſtill going onwards, though you be 
nor come to a full reſt, There remains 
a reſt for the people of God, 

8, 'Though 


is MAE PM AIDE 4 ELL ot” OA ach Ae CN I ON nel CE ek en eas m 


| w A Serious Exhortation 


* 8. Though it benot aperte, yer 
itisa very reeslar life, You are exhort- 


ed not only to walk, butto walk ex- 
a&tly, by line and by rule, as it were. 
in aframe: See, look, how ye walk : yea - 


Bains mo; ans bog meemals Ter See how Cir = 
cumſpectly, how ſtrictly, how preciſely, 
how accurately ,how regularly you wall: : 
See that you be Peripateticks, that you 
walk round and round in the whole 
circle of good works : Seethat you 


keep af Gods Commandments, and 
how you keep all, The word 4:55; | 
intimates not only that this holy life 
is a very ſtrict and preciſe life, bur 


wherein its ſtrictneſs and preciſeneſs 
doth conſiſt. Iris tranſlated accarate- 
ly, It ſeemed good unto me when 1 had 


&xe-for, accurately, orexatly, ſearched | 
all things, (Luke 1,3,) It comes from | 


61s &xevr Bdwerr, tO goto the nimoſt, to 
the height, to the top. You are exhor- 
ted to go to the wtmoſt in keeping 
Gods Commandmeats, to go to the 
height, rothe top of holy living ; tothe 
utmoſt of the rule of holy livine, _ 
the 
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the external.and ſpiritnal, and inward 
part thereof : and to the utmoſt of your 
ſtrength and light, To avoid the moſt 
ſpiritual, as well as the outward ſins 

orbidden : and to perform the moſt 
ſpiritual, as well as outward duties re- 
quired : yea, to perform the outward 
duties ſpiritually + and that to the ut- 
moſt of your knowledge and ability you 
conform to every command, and to a/7 
of every command, See that ye walk 
circumpettly, Though you cannot at- 
74iz toa perfedt conformity to ſo per- 
fect arule, yetlet fuchan exaQ walke- 
ing be your aim: See to it; Letit bein 
your eye, Then ſhall 1 not be aſhamed, 
when 1have reſpect toall (and to all of 
every one of ) - thy. Commandments, 
(?ſal.t19,6,) 

9. It is a diſcreet and pradeyt life. 
One piece of wiſdom is particularly 
mentioned, and that is tighe timihg of 
actions, See that ye walk tircunſpectly, 
2108 as fools, but as wiſe, redeeming the 
time, See that ye walk wiſely in pra- 
Qically knowing all the times, ſeaſons 
| anc! 
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and opportunities for ation,ſo as todo 
continually. not only what is lawful , 
but what is expedient : what is beſt to 
be done, (1 Chron, 12, 32; compared 
with 1a. 53.2, Eft, 1,3. Eccleſ,8,5, 
6.) See that ye be not only fruitful 
in good works; but that ye bring forth 
your fruit in your {gjen, (Pſal, I. 3.) 
10, Ir is a thrifty life, See that ye 
redeem the time : See that ye loſe no 
time, at leaſt xo opportunity of recei- 


VingeOr dong good, eſpecially i» evil _ 


deys. Thoughall this may nor be your 


attainment : yet be ſure thatitis your | 


aim., that it isin your eye, Seetoir, 


© — 


Chap. 3. 


The E xhortation ſet home by ſix moving | 


queſtions, 


fm I have briefly ſhewed you, 


what an holy life =uu are exhort- 
ed to in the Text, I 


low this Exhortation, ask gour con- 


all now,-1n or- - 
der to the prevailing with you to fol- | 


{ciences 
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ſciences theſe fix following queſtions. 

Queſt, 1. Are there not motives e- 
nongh in the Text (to wave all others) 
to prevail with you (if you will but a& 
rationally) to follow this E xhortation, 
to live this conſederate, active, volun- 
tary , habitual, everlaſting , growing , 
and though ;»perfect,yet very regular, 
wiſe, and thrifty life ? 

Motivel, Can you act rationally , 
ayd yet remain fools, and continue tore- 


\ fuſe true wiſdom. See that ye walkcirtum- 


ectly, not as fools, but as wiſe, i, e, be- 
Leh ee ro —— ist0 
walk notfooliſhly, but wiſely: the particle 
(as) after the manner of the Hebrews, 
doth not alwaies make a compariſon ; 
bur ſometimes rendets a reaſor, Here 
itdoth both, Seethat ye live this lifes 
becauſe ſo you livein the pureſt exer- 
ciſe of reaſon, Is it not moſt reaſona- 
ble, that the reaſonable creature ſhould 
livein ſubordination to the higheſt rea- | 
ſon, and the primitive and perfect wiſ- 
dom: And what is that but to ſee that 
ye walk thus circumſpectly? Is it _ 
mo 
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moſt reaſonable , that the reaſonable 
creature ſhould chooſe that which is 
200d, before that which is evil; areal 


good, before a ſeeming good ; a laſting 


good before a tranſitory good , the 
chief good before a leſs and ſubor- 
dizate good? And what elſe is ho- 


iy living , but ſuch a choice evi- 
© 


nced in ſuitable endeavours ? For 
what have you reaſon, if not 
therewith to ſerve , and pleaſe your 
Maker, and fo to prepare for your 
everlaſting ſtare 7 Is it not folly, yea 


madneſs, to prefer a lump of fleſh be- | 


fore your own immortal ſouls; and 
the dung of a tranſitory World before 
God and endleſs Glory? ro ſell Salva- 


tion for ſo ſhort, ſo ſmall, ſo filthy @q 
pleaſure as ſin affordeth , and to pro- | 
cure hell, and damnation, by ſo much 
pains and coſt, as you expend in fol- 


lowing the World and your luſts ? 
Hath your courſe any better titles 
from the God of wiſdom in the Scrip- 
tures, (2 Theſ.3.2. Fer,4.2, Eccleſ, 
7.25, 2 Pet,2,12, Pſal,92,6,---94.8, 

Fer. 
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4 
Ferro, 8,14, Dent,32 Fay Pſal-73.3, 
23, 2 54am,14.10,) then unreaſonable, 


; fooliſh, ſottiſh, bruitiſh, &c,* Not to 


live this lite, is to live a meer bruztiſh 
life , a life of ſenſuality; wherein the 
ſenſitive powers are predominant, their 
ends being preferred before the endsof 


the rational faculties : and a life of 


ſenſuality inmen is — but 
gradually onely diſtin&t from the life 
of meer Bruits, O fools ! When willye 
be wiſe? O Bruits | When will ye be 
men, VVhen will ye'ceaſe living as 
Bruits? VVhen will ye live as Mey, as 
reaſonable creatures? V Vhen will ye 
regard your main intereſt? VVhen will 
ye prevent your greateſt danger 7 
Motive 2, Can you att rationally , 
and yet :make the times, which are bad 
enough already, worſe ? Can you act ra- 
tionally, and yet not provide any thing to 
bear up your hearts in ſuch perilons days? 
Thar is the Apoſtles ſecond Motive 
See that ye walk circumſpectly , not as 
fools, but as wiſe, redeeming the time, 


becauſe the dayes are evil; 1, e, though 
not 


DO —— 


not naturally, or inherently, yet adhe- | 


rently and concomitantly, made up of a 


complication of ſins, ſnares, and miſe-. 
ries, The word wwpa: fignifies not | 


only #n20dly, but unquiet and trouble- 
ſome, It you donot live this life, you 


do (as it were) more and more znfect | 
even time it elf : you have nothing | 


that can really comfort you in ſuch 
evil dayes : The teſtimony of con: 
ſcience,as to living this life, being the 


onely really cordial rejoycing in (uch | 
dayes, (2 Cor,1.12.) yea, it you will | 
not be perſwaded to live this life, you | 


ſhall have mo inheritance in the king- 


dow of God and of Chriſt ; but the wrath _ 
" of God will come upon you, as upon chil- | 
dren of diſobedience, ( the word comes | 
from the privative « and 749, ro per- | 
/ ſwade; ſuch as will not be perſwade." | 
(.5,6.)and can = act rationally, and 


yet be careleſs whether you paſs out of 
theſe evil dayes into a bleſſed or wiſe- 
rable Eternity ? 


Queſt. 2, Phat are you- now reſol- 


ved 10 do? me you heartily reſolved 


ro 
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to have your eyes in your! heads ; to 
ſtand ſtill in the wayes of holineſs no 


| longer, but voluntarily, frequently, yea 


conſtantly to be moving forward there- 


' in? and though you cannot attaiz'to 


legal perfection, yer, that you will ai 


at it, and be reſtleſs till you be Evan- 
. gelically perfeRt in your walking 10the 


utmoſt of the rale tor the matter, and to 
the utmoſt of your ffreneth and lieht for 
the manner of your obedience: that 


| you will do your beſt in ho'y living 
| that you will live as prudently, and as 
' thriftily as poſſibly you can 2 Will you 


now make good your former promile, 


| that whatever the holy lite were, that 
: ts called for in the Text, you would 


endeavour to your utmoſt tolive it ? 


| It you will not, but will rather be pro- 
| maſe-breakers , Gods ſoul will have no 
| pleaſure in you, but your drawing back 


will be unto perdition, { Hebr, 10, 38, 
39.) Bur if you befully reſolved, if 
your reſ»lution flows from an inward 
ro0tec{ inclination , ( Pſal, 1 PA 112, ) 


It ut ve boitomed on 4 firm aſſent to the 


truth 


truth of Scripture-revelation: It it be 
founded on the higheſt reaſon, and if it | 
be the fru;t of mature deliberation, you 
are not far from the kingdom of God, 


yea you have taken ſome ſteps in the 
way to life, 


Quelt, 3, Can any of you yet think | 
that the holy life you are exhoyted to in 
the Text, is more then needs 7 Is it not. 


abſolutely neceſſary that God ſhould be 
pleaſed and exjoyed? And is not al}, 
that is called for inthe Text, abſolute- 


ly neceſſary to the pleaſing and enjoying 
of God ? Hath not enough been hint | 
ed already to convince you hereof? 


And ſhall not ſuchan argument as »e- 
ceſsity, and your own neceſſity turn the 


ſcales, and fully reſolve you, and put. 
you paſt any farther deliberation or de-! * 
lay ? Sure, if this were indeed belie- 
ved, it were impoſſible bur it ſhould,. 
(Ubi neceſsitas incumbit, non ultra diſ- 


putandum eſt, ſed celerrime & fortiter 
» agendum,) Reaſon is but folly, when it 
| Pleads againſt zeceſsity, ( Omni arte, 
omni ratione efficacior eſt neceſsitas : ) 
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Neceſsity 
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' Neceſsity is that weapon that natural 
; reaſon taketh to be wareſiſtable, Had 
you | you been one hour in Heavey, would 
z0d, you not ſay, rhereis an abſolute neceſ- 
che ſity of getting thither ? Had you been 
one hour in he//, would you not ſay , 
p;nþ there is an abſolute neceſsity of e- 
| ſcaping it, and that there is 70 xeceſsi- 
not. 7 to this? And would you not there- 
1 be. upon, without delay, ſet in good ear- 
all, neſt upon the uſe of the motion means 
te... thereunto? Verily,thus it would be with 
; you, if you did indeed believe the 
int. Scripture-record 3 for faith is the ewi- 
-ofs. dence of things not { 5 and the ſub- 
- m4. ſtance of things hoped for, (Heb.11.1.) 
| the 7.e, faith ſeerh that which ſupplieth 
put. the want of preſence and. viſibility : 
-de-| There is that in faith which effe@ively 
alie. | 15 qual to viſibility, and a 2% gray ſub- 
ld, ſiſfence, Do you yield, that an holy 
F74 lite is neceſſary; But queſtion whe- 
tites. Fer ſuch alife, as hath been exhorted 
enit. £0, deſerves only the name of an holy 
lite? Ask your ſouls one queſtion 
s:). 7s there any more in all the particulars 
contained 


FY 


———— 
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contained inthis E xhortation, then what | 
# comprehended in the Scripture-notion | 
of holineſs ? Doth not holineſs , ac- | 


corCing to the uſe of the word 1n Scri- 


tute, exclnde fin, wncleanneſs , all 


filthineſs of fleſh an ſpirit, ( 2 The, 


4.7. 2Cor,7.1.) Which is a mon-con- 
formity to the will of God, ( 1 Fohn 
3.4. i &wapiic, £21 ii hvupic F ) an include 


conformity to the will of God? ( Rom, 


12, 1,2, ) Doth not /zeal holineſs in- 
clude perfed? conformity unto the will 


and holineſs of God man'teſted in his | 


Law ? and evangelical holineſs include | 
a-true conformity unto the will and | 
holineſs of God maniteſted in his | 


Son, as Mediator ? ( Rom, 8 29,): 


what then can you apprehend in the | 
Scriptue-notion of that holy life, that | 


is abſolutely neceſſary to ſalvation , 
leſs then to ſee that ye walk circum- 
ſpectly, not as fools, but as wiſe, redeem- 
ing the time, becauſe the days are evil * 


Queſt, 4. Are any of you hindred from 


hearkening to this Exhortation by conceits 
that few,yea,none do,yea,none can live ſo 


"<q 


holy | 
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holy alife? It isindeed certain,few do: 
Chriſt hath told you ſo much, Though 
there be many ſeekers, yet there are bur 


j- fewſtrivers to walkin the narrow way 


that leads to lite, (Mat,7, 13, 14.) But 
this is no diſcouragement, You ſhall 
not want company in the way to heaven, 
no, not gud company, (Prov, 12. 10,) 
nor find comfort in your company in 
the way to he, If you would indeed 
have the number of holy livers to be 
greater, why donot you zzcreaſe it by 
' joyning with them 2 Though Chriſts 
flock be very little, yet all that be of 
his' lock, do live this holy life, Doth 


s | not-the Apoſtle tell you, By this we 


"EEE AEST om 


know, that we love the children of God, 
when we love God, and keep his com- 
manaments ; for this is the lave of God 
(hereinit conſiſts, hereby it is eviden- 
ced) that we keep his commandments, 
and his Commandments are not grie- 


4% | vous? (I Fohn 5. 2, 2.) Is it not 
| Hence evident, that ſuch as co 


ſincerely love God, not only may, but 
; do keep his Commandments ? yea, 


C that 
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that it is eafie and pleaſant to them to | 
live ſo holy alife? It you ſay you cans | 
not however live thus; 1 ask you, how 
do you know? Did you ever try what | 
might be done in this caſe? Did you 
ever {et in good earneſt about it * Have | 
you not only ſoveht, but ſfrove ro walk | 
in this narrow way 2 If you have nor, 
you have dreadfully mocked God, in * 
_—_ that it is impoſſible for you 

' rolive ſo holy a life, O ! remember, | 
God will not be mocked, (Gal, 6,2.) you 
cannot deceive his eye, and he will not | 
be put off with mocking ſervices, 

Queſt, 5. Are any of you hindred by - 

hopes of coming to heaven in ſome other | 
eaſier way, that is not revealed in the 
Bible ? \\ har is this, but eo be hin | 
dred from changing your life, in hopes | 
that Chriſt will be tound a Deceiver, | 
and God 2 Zyar? Hath not God by! 
Chriſt (Fohz 13, 49.) rold you, not 
only that there is no other way reveal- 
ed, but that indeed there is none other, 
neither can there be any other, 7 ſa 

? wo you (faith Cluiſt, Mat, 5, 20,) ex- 

cept 
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cept your righteouſneſs exceedthe righte= 
—_ of - S re and Phari ey ye 
ſhall in no caſe (Mark, in no caſe,i.e, by 
no means, in no way whatſoever) ex- 
ter into the Kingdom of heaven, And 
can you liyemore holy lives than the 
Scribes and Phariſees (who were the 
ſtricteſt profeſſors of holineſs _— 
the Jews, As 26, 5.) lived , unleſs 
you ſee that ye walk thus circumſpettly £ 
Sinners, ask your hearts who hath gi- 
venyou theſe hopes ? ſure not God g 
for he cannot perſwade you thar his 
own word is falſe : it muſt therefore be 


- the Devil, who will deceive you, And 


now ! what, will yeany longer hopeto 
be ſaved alas God will , Or jo ? 
will any of you hope for impoſsibilities 
any longer? will ye hope to be ſaved 
without the one thing neceſſary to ſal- 
vation, (Lyke 13, 4,41, 42.) without 
an heart (er upon ir, and a life employ- 
edfor it? O ! how ſhall you ; if you 
neelett ſogreat ſalvation? (Heb,2,3.) 
Queſt, 6, Are any of you bindred 
(rom following the Apoſtles Exhortation, 
C 3 
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by fears leſt the Devil, the World, and | 


the Fleſh will never ſuffer you to live ſo 
feridt and preciſe alife * I mult indeed 
tell you, that if all the Devil can do, 


"T7 1 


thoſe principalities and powers, and ſþi- 


ritual wickedneſſes in high places : Itall 
that the World can do, the wer of the 
world, and the things of the world: 
If all the fleſh can do, the carnal reaſons 
nes, and flethly Iuſtings of your own 


corrupt hearts : If all that a/ theſe 76 
gether can do, can hinder you, you will | 
never be perſwaded to ſet in good 
earneſt upon living ſo holy a life : yet | 
your condition is not hopeleſs ; but the ' 
more ſerious and hearty your tears be, 

the more hopeful, AU the weapons of | 
this Apoſtles warfare ( and therefore | 
this Exhortation back'd with ſuch mo- | 
| Lives) are not carnal, but mighty through | 
God for the pulling down ſtrong holds, 


caſting down imaginations , and every 


high thing that exalts it ſelf againſt the 


kzowledee of God, and bringing intd 
captivity every thought to the obedience 


of Chriſt, (2 Cor, 10, 4,5.) I ſhall. 


therefore 
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therefore once more beſeech you for 
the Lords ſake, for your ſouls ſake, to 
ſuffer the words of the Apoſtles Ex- 
hortation, See that ye walk circumſp ett- 
ly, not as fools, but as wiſe, redeeming 
the time, becauſe the days are evil But 
ſtillremember that of Chriſt, Without 
(ſeparated from, not united to) we, ye | 
can do nothing, (Fohn 15.5.) and thav 
of the Apoſtle: It is God that worketh 
in you both to will and to do of his own 
good pleaſure, (Phil. 2,12, 13.) Work 
out therefore your ſalvation with fear 
andirembling, i.e: Shake off ſloth, and 
unite all the powers of your ſouls, that 


you may intend this buſineſs (as the _ 


word «1:74: fighifieth,) Do not on- 
ly work at it, but work it out: work while 
it is day, (Fohn 9. 4.) whilſt the Spirit 
breathes, fearize leſt if the _ oale 
be neglected, you never have a gale 
more, 


C3 PART 
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FARS 1. 


The Exbortation to Saints. 


Econdl t0Saints, Having addreſ- | 
& ſed the Apoſtles Zxhortation 
to Sinners in the former Chap- | 


ter, I ſhall in this defire you, who come 


not under the former member of the 
diſtribution, to offer the words of his | 
Exhortation : See then that ye walk cir- 


cumſpeitly, not as fools, but as miſe, &c, 


And indeed to you inan eſpecial man- | 


neris this Exhottation directed, There 
is ag emphaſis in the word (ye) See 
that ye, &'c. q, d, Thoughothers be 
careleſs how they live, yet ſo be not 
you: but be ſure that you ſee to it, thac 
you live this provident, attive, volun- 
tary, habitual, growing, Evangelically 
(though not /egally) perfect, wie, and 
thrifty lite, There is alſo, beſides the 


DEAD E VEDDER | 


motives 
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motives mentioned in the former 
Chapter, one morein the Text, pecu- 
liarly belonging to you, whereby it is 
evident that the former motives do as 
much concern you, as any, yea, mores 
and that is taken from your eftate, 
What that is you may ſee by retiring 
to verſe 8. Te were ſometimes darkneſs, 
not only in darkneſs, but darkneſs it 
ſelf : ye were ſometimes altogether in 
the darkneſs of ignorance and wnbelicf, 
of guilt and: wifery, of fin and enmity : 
But now you are children of the light, 
you are perſons exlightned and enliven- 
ed : yea, you are light inthe Lord, you. 
are perſons fall of the light of know- 
ledee and faith, of the love of God and 


peace, of grace and holineſs : See then 


that ye walk circumſpectly, &c, This is 
a comprehenſive motive, as you will : 


ſce in the following particulars, - 


C4 Chap, - 


4. 
_ 


CLI 


4, ONO 35 4 " 
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{43th 


ey 7 5 {Ie 


ne" qualieys;" 0C27.9.15.3-pr 
"know! SIT; 12 oy _ 
"vis @ fait, Me Daniel had light, wnder- 

| "and wiſdom found in him. 
Thus you ate childrex | fac lieht, yea, 
lieht'in the Lord: See then that yewalk 
"emrcumſpectly, &c. And good reaſon 
thereis why you (what everothers do) 
ſhould live this koly life, even upon 

the account of your knowledge, 

Motive 1, Hereby one great hinde- 
rance of living this life « removed out 
A your ſouls : and that is ignorance and 
lindneſs. Tenorant ſouls are indeed 
alienated from the tink of God, (Epb. 4. 
I8,) 


"ut C5 
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18,) they cannot endure to live ſuch « 
Hfe 4s God lives, Or as he commands 


themto live : they cannot endure to be 


holy as God is holy, or as he calls them 
to be holy, viz, to be holy in all manner 


of converſation, But will you alfo be 


alienated, thus alienated from the life 


of God ? Shall your alienation conti- 


nue, though your i2norance-doth not: 


| continue e 


Motive 2, Hereby you are more than 
others obliged to live this life, Others 
are indeed bound to- live this life, 
though they do not know it ro be their 


duty ; but you much more, ſeeing yon 


know the nature,neceſsity,and excellency 
of this life, and that not only xotiona- 
ly, but intwitively- and experimentally. 
Your very knewleage is an obligation up- 
on you : you are bound not only by the 
law without, but by the law within you: 
you are bownd in your ſpirits, (As 20, 
22) your light doth lovingly conſtrain 
you, (2 Cor.5.14 ) xeceſsity is laid upon 


| youthereby (1 Cor, 9.16.) and you can 


do no other (unleſs you will offer vio- 
lence 


— 
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lence to your own conſciences) then 


live this life, which-you know God | 
chargeth upon you, as your duty, | 


(4 Fs 4, 20,) 


Motive 3, Hereby you are helped to | 
live this life ;, for (1) Hereby youſee 
the reaſonableneſs of the Scripture mo- | 
tives to live thus circumſpeitly, which | 


others do not, at leaſt. have not ſuch a 
fight thereof as you have, Tſhall inſtance 
only in thoſe two mentioned in the 
Text, and briefly ſpokentoin the for- 
mer Chapter, You ſee bath what foly 
and wadneſs it is not tolive this life; 
and how much it is your coxcernment, 


and therefore wiſdom, thus to live : as | 
alſo what cogent motives there are in | 
the oo being evil, thereunto, 7ow | 


e folly and madneſs of following | 
e or way of life, ſhort of this holy | 


kzow t 
any cour 


life : you know, that calamity and de- 


ſirution are in all ſuch ways, ( Rom. 3, © 
16,) yea, and Jamwation t00, (2 Pet,2, | 
2.) you know that you will not be gaix- | 


ers, but loſers, though you ſhoule gain 


the whole world thereby, becauſe _ | 
Y |] 
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by your ſoxls will be loft, (Mar. 16, 
26.) you know that it i your main con- 
cernment, and therefore wiſdom, to live 
this holy life, You know that 3» the 
way of righteouſneſs ts life (and it tends 
to life, Frov. 11, 19,) and in the path- 
way thereof there is no death, (Prov.12, 


283, )you know that this holy life is the 


beſt life, the moſt exce/ext lite, (Prov, 
12,26,) the moſt rational. life, (Prov, 
14.8.) the /afeſt life, (Prov,1.33.3.23.- 
Pſal, 50, 23, ) the honefteſt and moſt 
truly virtuous lite, (Luke 8, 15, 2 Tim, _ 
2.2,)the moſt profitable and uſeful life, 
(1 Tim 4, $,) the moſt honourable life, . 
(Iſa, 43. 4.) the moſt ſweet and plea- - 
ſant lite, ( Prov, 3.17, Pſal 36.8.) God 
ſaith all chis, and you believe it : yea, 
you know it by experience : See there- 
fore that ye walk circumſpeitly, not as 
fools,but as wiſe,8C.Youare alſo convin- 
ced that the Apoſtles ſecond motive, ta- 
ken from the days being evil, is very co- 
gent, Though others looking on it 
with a carnal eye, think it is inconſe- 
quent, and better able to bear a con- 
crary 
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trary concluſion,viz.The times are bads 


therefore there is no —_—_ the world,: 


unleſs we yield a little : the Oak is rent 
to pieces with the fury of the wind, 
when the Willow by bowing and 
bending is ſecure, Yet you ſee that it 
is very reaſonable, that you ſhould be 
the more careful to live this holy life, 
becauſe the days are evil : Both becauſe 
z#be cuſtoms and manners of moſt are ſo 
wicked, that they have eventainted time 
it ſelf, and corrupted the wery days : 
And becauſe the days are very danee- 
r0us, by reaſon of temptation and perſecu- 
tion : That ſo the times may be bet- 
tered by your means; - and that you 
your ſclyes may be ſecared from the 
dangers and ſnares thereof : and that 
your hearts may be born up under the 
perſecution you meet with therein, See 
therefore that ye walk circamſpeitly, not 
as fools, but as wiſe, redeeming the time, 
becanſe the days are evil, (2) Your 
lizht cannot but be urging what you know 
to ve your duty upon your coifcience, It 
Cannot bur be putting you upon doing 
what 
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what you ought; it cannot bur be 
a ſpur in your fides to make you 
go, yea run the wayes of Gods com- 
mandments, (3) MHereby it becomes 
_— you (then for others) not to 


| be perſwaded to follow this exhortati- 


on, Itis far eaſier to ſin without light , 
then againſt light, Ir is ot eafee for 
you to put by the motions of your own 
knowledge and keep down your own light; 
But it 15 harder to go contrary there- 
unto, Yea (4). If your knowledge be 
indeed ſaving, it hath a very great pow- 
er in it; Both a transforming pow- 
er, (2 Cor, 3,18,) and a frudtifying 
power, ( Rom, 12,2, Col, 19,10. ) 
Teaching ( and therefore knowledee ) 
is the 9eans , whereby Chriſt, as a 
Prophet, helpeth ſouls to live this life - 
Hence he is ſaid to ſpeak life into his 
People, ( Fohn 6.63.) and his words 
are 119g » The words of life, ( Joha 
6, 60, 

Motive 4, If you will not be per- 
ſwaded to (ee toit that you live this life, 
Jou cannot have aſſurance that you are 


children 
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children of the light , Jes, you may 0 


Scripture-grounds conc 


holy. Give me underſtanding (faith 
David, P(al.119, 34.) and what then? 
why, 1 ſhall keep.thy Law, yea I ſhall 0b- 
ſerve it with my whole heart, Would 
you not be glad to have afſurance,that 
your knowledge is ſuch as accompani- 


th ſalvation, 1,e, ſuch as cannot be ' 


ſeparated from falvation © See then 
that ye walk circumſpettly, &c, Here- 
by weknow, (wedo not only think, or 
hope; but know aſſuredly ) that we 
know him, ( i.e, ſavingly) if we keep 
his commandments , E 1 Fohn2, 3.) 
Ic »3 but a form of knowledee that 
brings forth but u forms of codlineſs. 
Motive, 5, 1f you will not be per- 
ſwaded to follow this exhortation, your 


knowledge will be an aggravation of your | 


ſin, and an heightner of your condemna- 
tion: Verily,you can have no cloake for 
your fin, ( Fohn 15.22, ) Others 

ink that their jgnorance is ſome ex- 


cuſe 


ude you are not + | 
If your light were indeed {aving, you | 
would be very careful that your life be 
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cuſe or extenuation of their ſin , 
( though moſt are therein miſtaken, 
becauſe their ignorance is a ſupine and 
an affeFed ignorance; and ſuch igno- 
rance is one of the higheſt aggravati- 
ons of ſin: ) But to be ſure, youcan- 
not ſo much as think, that you have 
any ſuch excuſe or extenuation of 
your fin, That ſervant which knew 


| ' bus Lords will, and prepared not hins- 
' felf, nor did according to his will, ſhall 


be beaten with many ſtripes; though he 
that knew not, and did commit things 
worthy of ſtripes ſhall be beaten with few 
ſtripes, for unto whomſoever much is 
given, of him ſhall be much required, 
( Luke 12, 47, 48, It you negle&t 
your known duty, your light cannoe 
but break in upon you, and ſmite you 
both here,and hereafter, Butſomuch 
for the Motives, from your being 
children of the light, as it ſignifies your 
being enlightned with ſaving know- 
ledoe. 


CHAP, 


— 


40 A Serious Exhortation 


| ———_—_—_— 


Cp; ©. 
Motives from their Fuſtification, 


GEcondly, See that ye walk circum- 
ſpedtly, &c, ſeeing you are enliven- 
ed with ſaving grace. In Scripture, 
light is often taken for life, (Fob 33, 
28, 30, Pſal. 36. 9.--49. 19,.) Thus 
here, Ye are light in the Lord, 4, e. ye 
arenot only enlzghtned, but enliven- 
ed, made patrtakers of a double life, 
the life of juſtification, and the life of 
ſantification; See then that ye walk 
circumſpedtly, &c, 

. Firſt, You are made partakers of the 
life of ay - In Scripturelife 
and righteouſneſs are taken for the 
ſame, (2Cor,3,6,7.9, Rom. 5.17, 


21, ) Becauſe fin, by reaſon of its ' 
guilt, doth immediarely make a man 


dead in law, ( Fobn3,18,) And 
when a capital offender is pardoned, we 
ſay, his life is given him, Thus are 
you made alive: in your tr 
rac 
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the ſentence of condemnation is rever- 


| fed, (Fohn3, 18, ) you enjoy peace 


and reronciliation with God, and his 
love and favour, ( Rom,5. 1,) And 
in Scripture, /zght, upon the account 
of its difſuſrveneſs and communicative- 
neſs, and comfortableneſs, ſignifies 


| ſometimes peace; ſornetimes /ove and 


favour, 7T form the light, and create 
darkneſs , is explained in the next 
words, 1 make peace and create evil, 
(Fer..13,16,) Thelight of the Kings 
countenance and his faveur are equiva- 
lent expretſions, (Prov. 16,15,) See 


then that ye walk circumſpeitly , &e, 


And good reaſon there is, why you 
ſhould, even upon the account of the 
pardon of your ſins, and the juſtifica- 
tion of your perſons : For, 

Motive 1, Hereby oo hin- 


| derance of your living this life is remo- 
! wed; and that is guilt; Sins binding 


over the Soul to the wrath of God. 
No wonder that others do not live 
this life, which is 4 walking with God, 
(Gen,5. 24, ) Can two walk together, 
except 
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except they be agreed? ( Amos 3, 3.) for 


No wonder that they fly from God (0 
our firſt Parents did, ( Gex.,3,8,10.) as | 
anenemy - $9 he isto their ſouls, and 
they are children of his wrath, (Ephel, | 
2.3.) But your guilt is taken away, 
and God of an exemy is become your 
friend, (Col, 1,20,21,22,) Yaucan 
indeed find yo pleaſure in the company 
of an enemy; and if an exemy employ 
you about any thing, you will yot go 
about ir if you can chooſe z -and if | 
you do, you go about it grudeinely : 
But what ! Will not you walk with 
your beft friend? Shall it not be the 
ang of your ſouls to be employed 
by him? 

| Motive 2, Tow are upon this ac- 
count more bound to live ths life, ther: 
others are : For (1) The way of your 
Juſtification doth ſtrongly bind you farm 
#ntez for this holy life is the end of 
juſtification by faith , and therefore 
chis way .of Juſtification is appointed 
co continue onely till you are brought 
to live perfeQly boly lives in m_—_ 
or 


| 
| 
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for then there will be another way for 
your acceptation, though the glory 
and honour of all will be given to 
Chriſt, (2) Yonr diſcharge from the 


| Covenant of Works in your Fuftificati» 


en,doth alſo ſtrongly bind you hereunto, 
When you are juſtified, you are not 
bound toa perſonal, ng. and per- 
petual kee ng of the Law, as the 
condition of life, ( Gal, 4, 21,22.) 
Buc, yea therefore, you are bound to 
be the more careful ſincerely to ob- 
ſerve the Law, as a 2w/c of life, $0 
long as you were under the Covenant 
of Works, you might indeeed bediſ- 
couraged from endeayouring to obey 
the Law, becauſe that Covenant ac- 
cepteth of nothing but perfed# obedi- 
ence, (Gal. 3,10, ) gives no power at 
all to obey, and therefore called the 
Letter, (2 Cor.3,6,) yea cauſeth acci- 
dentally the abownding of diſobedi- 
ence, (Rom, 5.10,) and therefore com- 
pared to an husband, and a finful heart 
to a wife,( Rom, 7. 45.) But now being 


; | under the Covenant of Grace, God is 


engaged 
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— 


engaged to forgive your tranſereſsions, | 


| (Jer.31.34,) andto accept your imper- | 


feet obedience: ( Mal. 3,17.) yea, | 


tO give you power and ſtrengrh to do 
what is required, and to abſtain from 
what is forbidden, (2 Cor,3,6, Mca. 
7.19, ) O! What an obligation 1s. 
this upon you, to ſee to circumſpeR 
walking 2 Verily, Gods promiſing in 
the Covenant of Grace to enable you 
to walk in his Statutes, doth not ſhut 
out your endeavour, but engage you 
co endeavour 5 ſor God only promi- 
ſeth to help you, if you endeavour in 
theuſeof the means, (whereof Prayer 
is one,) (Ezek, 36.27, compared with 
Perſe 37.) (3) The grace of God in 
your juſtification bindeth you hereunto, 
(Tit, 2, 11, 12, Rom. 6, 12,13, 14.) 
Hereby God hath done more for you 
then others; and therefore you ſhould | 
do more for him then others, (Matth. | 
5.47.) Conſiderine how great things he 
hath done for you, ( 1 Sam, 12, 24. ) 
(4) Tour relations, upen your Fuſtifi- 
cation, bind you hereunto : _ Pr 
ifie 
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| ſtified, you are Chriſts and Gods, and 


therefore ſhould ſee to it that you live 


| .toGodand Chriſt, ( 1 Cor,6.20,) O- 


thersare not under your bonds: they 
may indeed be more under the bond 
of laviſh fear z but you are moreun- 
der the bond of /ove, and the bond of 
love is ſtronger then that of fear, 
Motive 3, Tow have upou this ac- 
count more emcouragements then others, 
to live this life: For, (1) There are 
ſome motives more cogent upon you, then 
upon others; To inſtance onely in 
two: That the grace of God teacheth 
ſouls 10 deny all ror 4 and world- 
ly Iuſts, and to live ſoberly, righteouſly, 
and godly, (Tit,2,11,12,) And thar 
not to live this life, is to turn the grace of 
God into wantonzeſs , ( Jude 4.) can- _ 
not but have greater influence upon 
your ſouls, then upon others, (2) Tow 


are more aſſured of help to live this life 


then others , and that upon a double 
account ; Both becauſe the more a 
man Coth torſake any thing of his 
owntor Chriſt, the more Chriſt is en- 
| caged 
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gaged to give of his good things to | 


that man : And therefore ſeeing when 
ou become juſtified by faith , you 
lay down all your own righteouſneſs , 
Chriſt is engaged to give you his 
righteouſneſs, that righteouſneſs 
which he worketh in ſouls: And be- 
cauſe, upon your believing for Juſtifi- 
cation, you are eſtated in the Cove- 
nant of Grace, and ſo God is engaged 
to enable you to live this holy lite, as 
= heard under the former particu- 
ar, 

Motive 4. Tf you will not be per- 
ſmaded to follow this exhortation, your 
ſin ts, upon this account, greater then the 
ſin of others : For, (1) Hereby you 
croſs Gods grand deſign, in his decree / 
eletion, in his {caiine his Son into the 
World, in Fuſtification, in all his Ordi- 
nances and Providences , more then 


others, Whateverothess are, if you | 


be indeed juſtified, you are predeſt14- 
ted to live this life, (Rom, 8, 29, 30.) 
Chriſt came, not only to redeem you 
from the gxilt of all iniquity z but ts 
purifie 
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purifie you from the filth of fin, and to 


| make you peculiar people to himſelf, 224- 


lows of good works, ( Tit.2, 14.) In 
your Juſtification _ are therefore de- 
livered ont of the hands of all your ene- 
mies, that you might ſerve God without 
fear, in holineſs and righteouſneſs before 
him all your days: (Luke 1, 74,75.) 
The deſign of God in all his 0rdinan- 
ers and Providences is your good, that 
you may live better and better, (Rom, 
8.28.) And what ! Is it nothing to 
you, even to you, to croſs Gods grand 
deſign in the World? (2) Hereby you 
gratifie the Devil more then others - 
Though he is againſt holineſs in any ; 
yet he is nor ſo much rejoyced thar 
others will not live this holy life, as he 
is, if he can but perſwade a Juſtified 
perſon to beunwilling thereunto; and 
that appears in his rage againſt ſuch as 


| will not be perſwaded by him : hewill 


by ſome means or other ſtir up ſharp 
Perſecution againſt them, (2 T7m.2. 
12.)(3)Hereby you turn the grace of God 


imo wantonneſs, more then others , 
(Tude 


—_ WEIS _ 


———— 
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(Frde 4.) Others turn the Dodrixe of 
Free-grace in juſtification into wan- 
tonneſs; but you turn the Grace of 
Juſtification it ſelf into wantonnels : 
and therefore your {in.is againſt more 
mercy , and, by conlequence doth 
more grieve the Spirit then others 
unperſwadableneſs,- (4) Hereby your 
wunperſwadablencſs becomes more incx- 
cuſable, It is not indeed u1npardona- 
ble ; for you are not under the Law, but 


under Grace; ( Rom.6, 14,) But yet | 


itis altogether wxexcuſable, even be- 
Cauſe you are under Grace ; and by con- 
(ſequence, if you would be per{waded 
ro ſet uponliving this life, you ſhould 
find God coming in to your help, ac- 
cording to his Promiſe inthe Cove- 
nant 'of Grace, 

Motive.5, 1f you will not be perſwa- 


ded to live this holy life, you cannot have | 


aſſurance that you are indeed juſtified: 
And is that nothing to you 2 yea, you 
cannot but conclude , that you are miſta- 
ken in thinking that you are juſtified: 
Are not the Apoſtles words plain * 


If 
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if we ſay that we have fellowſhip with 
him, and walk in darkneſs, we lye, and 
do not the truth, (1 John 1.6.) 


Chap. 3, 
 Motives from their San@iftcation, 


Econdly , See that ye walk circum- 
[pettly, ſeeing ye are children of the 


light, i, e, Seeing ye are made parta- 


kers , not only of the life of riehteouſ- 
neſs , but w/ the life of holineſs: Tow 


partake of the Divine nature ; Chriſt is 


formed in your hearts , you ate made 


habitually holy ; all the Commande- 
ments of God are writ in your inward 
parts; the Holy Ghoſt dwells within 
you; is an abiding principle of holi- 
nels ; See therefore that you walk cir- 
cumſpectly, &c, And good reaſon 
there is why you ſhould, even upon 
this account, upon the account of 
your Regeneration, Converſion, Santti- 

D fication, 
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fication, Being made new creatnres , 


&c, For, 
Motive 1, Hereby another great 
hinderance of this holy life is removed z 
and that 1s the want of an inward 
——_ We cannot live a natural 
ife without an inward principle, with- 
out a natural heat, with the tountain 
thereof, by which the body is made 
_— Hence, in living creatures 
the heart firſt liveth; becauſe it is the 
forge of ſpirits, and the fountain of 
hear, ( 17vet iiyaTela Tale. Arift, ae 
reſpir, c,8,) No more poſſible is it to 
live this ſpiritual life without an in- 
ward principle, If the watch be not 
of the right make, it will never go true: 
Till you were converted the Fleſh was 
predominant, and therefore it was im- 
poſſible for you to live any other then 
a feſhy life z for every thing will aQt 
according to its predominant princi- 
ple: But now the Spirit is the predo- 
minant principle within you; Should 
not you therefore live a ſpiritual life? 
Should not the Law of God writtey in 
your 
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| your hearts be legible in your lives © 
| Should not your /;zves be according to 


the tendency of your hearts * 
Motive 2, Hereby your obligation to 


boe this holy life & increaſed, For this is 


the very exd, why the principle of 
this life is infuſed into your ſoules, 
that ſo you may live this life ; for 
you are his workmanſhip ;, his anus ; his * 
curious and exact piece, created in 
Chriſt Feſus unto good works, by an 
almighty power, of «fit and indiſpo- 
ſed, you are poliſhed and inclined, of 
impotent, you are made able; of 4- 
verſe, you are made willing to good 
works, and.the exd is that you may 
be wholly imployed in good works: 
It you be not, you make inherent grace 
a meer vanity, ( Fruſtra eſt potentia , 
que non educitur in attum,) 

Motive 3, Tow have upon this ac- 
count alſo more encouragements, then 
others, to live this life, For (1) Here- 
by many Scripture motives to holy li- 
ving become cogent upon yonr ſoules , 
that are not upoy others, Though 
D 2 others 


— ew 
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others be not, you cannot but be pre- 
vailed with to live an holy life z; By 
the pleaſure God takes therein, (Fohy 
8.29, Col.1,9,10,) By the honour 
that redounds unto God thereby, 
( Matth.5.16, where 57s may be ra- 
Ken x75, 'noting the event , and 
NOt always; , noting the ſcope. By 
the influence of an holy lite zo flop the 
' month of blaſphemy , 7A Pet. 3:16,') 
ro convitce gainſayers and blaſphemers, 
(x Pet, 2,12,15.) toconvert ſinners, 
(1 Per, 2,12, --3,1,2,) and #0 rejoyce 
and edifie the ſouls of Saints, ( 2 Cox, 
1.14, IThel.5,11.) (2) Hereby you 
are intended, inclined, yea fitted for this 
holy life ; tor the Law is writ in your 
hearts; your hearts are- alteady ſub- 


—— 


jected to the Law of God, your wills 
are already melted into the will of 
God: And what ! Will-ye croſs your 
own znclination, as well as Gods grand 
deſign in the new Creation? (3) Here- 
by you ceme under the promiſe of freſh 
influences from the Holy Ghoſt continu- 
ally, 1will put my ſpirit (_ Guy 

| zek, 
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Ezek.36.27.) within you, i,e, my ſpi- 
rit ſhall be an indwelling principle of 
holineſs within you: and then it fol- 
loweth, and cauſe you to walk in my 
fatwres, 8&Cc,i.e, the ſpirit ſhall quicken 
and aQtuate that grace that is infuſed, 

1 Motive 4. 1f you will not be perſwa- 
ded to ſee toit , that ye live this life , 
you will upon this account alſo be more 
wnexcuſable then others; For you can- 
not plead that it is zmpoſsible for you 
tolive this lifes: yea, you-cannot plead 
that it is ſodsfficult for you, as it is for 
others, to live this life, The princi- 
ple of this life is infuſed into your 
(oules in your Regeneration: and you 
ae delivered from the raigning power 
of the Devil, the Forld, and the Fleſh, 
(Luke 11,21,): Thofe great enemies , 
and hinderers of fo ſtrict a life have re- 
cetved: their mortal wound : And 
will ye be: hingred, yea, overcome bY 2 
enquered Foe? Though the:.com- 
mandments. of God be inmpoſsible to 
others, yet they are not erievors tO pats 
(1Fobn5,3,) This hofylife isa thing 


correſpondent. 
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correſpondent to your new nature, and 
any other kind of life z a braitiſh, 
ſenſual, worldly lite is repugnant 16 
your vital principle, Are any of Gods 
commandments grieyous to you,when 
he commands you nothing, but what 
he promiſerh to make you able to do, 
{o far as ſhall be needful for accep- 
tance, ſo you will endeavour your 
ſelves? 

Motive 5, 7f you. will not be per- 


ſwaded to live ſo ftritt a life, you cannit | 


be aſſured that you are regenerated and 
converted: yea, you cannot but conclude 
that you are ſtill dead in treſpaſſes and 
fins, The Apoſtle is peremptory , 
He that doth righteouſneſs, i, e, He 
that lives according to the whole word 
of God evanzelically, though not /- 
gally , he ts righteous , 1, e, he is not 
onely intereſted in righteouſneſs /7pu- 
ted, but inherent: He, that doth nat 
righteouſneſs, is nt of God, ie, he is 
not regenerated, he is not born of 
God, ( 1 Fohn 3, 7.10.) A child is 
known by his doing, (aith Solomon; yr 
Fc 


ny mma 
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the tree by his fruit, faith Chriſt; and 
every gracious foul by this walk, 
W here God changeth the zatzre, there 


he makes the perſon change his courſe 
of life, And is this nothing to you 


Would you not be glad to be aſſured 


that you are converted, and truly 
gracious * Are not all Gods Pro- 
miſes to godlineſs exceeding great 
and precious in youreye? And would 
you not rejoyce, to be aſſured, tha 
they do all belong to you £ Would 
you nor. live comfortably. in the ſad- 
deſt dayes? And would you not: be 
aſſured that you ſhall die comfortably, 
and give up you account with joy © 
See then that you walk thus circumſpett- 
hy, (1 Tim,4.8. 2 Cor. 1.12, 2 Kings. 
20,3, Iſa,38,3,) And now what: 
ſhall Ifay for X 
The Concluſion ? 

Is it not evident from the former 
hints, that this holy life is rational , 
more expected from you, then from 
others? Are not moreeyes upon you 
then upon others? Do not the eyes 

D 4 of 
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of Devils,infernal and incarnate,watch | 
more for your haltings, then for the | 


haltings of others © Arenot the eyes 
of God, Angels and Saints, moſtly up- 
on you, jeaking that you ſhould walk 
worthy of your ſtate and profeſſion? 
Are not wiſe adtions rationally more 
expected from wiſe men, then from 
fools ? (Fames 3.13.) Youare through 
grace made wiſe unto ſalvation - others 
are left in their natural folly, and mad- 
neſs : See thenthat ye walk circumſpett- 
ty, not as fools, but as wiſe, 8c, What! 
Wil you, even.you, decezve all the 
expettations of Saints and Angels, 
yea of God himſelf? Doth not God 


ms” 
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himſelf make his boaſt of you ? Sure- | 


ly they are my people, children that will 
not lie, (Iſa, 63.8,) i,e. they will not 
deal perfidiouſly with me, (Gen,z1, 
23. Pſal.44.17. Hab.3.17,) At your 
firſt believing you have covenanted 
with Gd, that you would never more 
live a worldly, ſenſual life, and that 
you would make it your main buſineſs, 
£0 live this holy and ſtrict life : And 


OW  — — — _— 


will 


Part 2. to HolyLiving. = 


will you break Covenant with God ? 
VVLll you thus be found liars ? Shall 
God, even your God, be made a{ha- 
med of his boaſt of you ? God forbid. 
But ſo much concerning this Text, as 
A Serious E xhortation to Sinners and 
Saints, to live an holy life here,as ever 
they would avoid eternal death, and. 
enjoy eternal life, hereafter, 


